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Property Owners Association of Arundel-on-the-Bay 
   
  MARK YOUR CALENDARS:                                JULY  2010  

 General Meetings:  Board Meetings:      IN THIS ISSUE: 

                        You Elected Them    1 

 Sat. Nov 20, 2010      Tues Aug 3, 2010          AotB Family PICNIC: Aug 28  2 

      Tues Aug 31, '10                   Story of AotB: Grigsby, Brown  3 

    Tues Oct 19           Volunteer Honor Roll   5 

    Tues Nov 16                             Wrecks: Wregister or Wremove  6  

General Meetings are           All Board Meetings are            AotB Yard Sale    7 

held in Hillsmere Library     held in Hillsmere Lib-           Waste Station Sites map   7 

starting at 10 a.m.                rary starting at 7 p.m.         AotB Board, Officers, Chairfolk  8           

 

 

You Elected Them 

 
At your June 12 Membership Meeting, held in admirable harmony, members adopted the candidate slate 

proposed by your Nominations & Elections Committee, namely --   

 

Marc L. Apter, re-elected for a second two-year term on the Board of Directors 

Roxanne Veal, re-elected for a second two-year term on the Board of Directors 

Ed Lee Johnson, elected for an initial two-year term on the Board of Directors 

 

John R. Moses, re-elected for a fifth one-year term as Vice President 

Rebecca Morris, re-elected for a fourth two-year term as Treasurer 

Jessica Demers, elected for an initial one-year term as Secretary 

 

On July 6, David Delia was reelected for a fourth one-year term as Chairman of the Board. 

 

Congratulations to these happy volunteers, and welcome, Jessica and Ed Lee.  They all began their 

respective terms on July 1. 

 

Biographies can be scrutinized in the May edition of The PIER. An up-to-date (we pray) list of officers 

and directors appears on page 8 of this issue. 

 

The Community owes a fervent cheer of appreciation to Pamela Duncan, who completed a decade of 

diligent service both on the Board and as Secretary of the Association and to Tim Hamilton, who 

completed his second efficacious Board term on June 30. Both Tim and Pam carry impressive stores of 

AotB lore with them as they retire from office, so that they will not escape periodic behests for 

consultation. Thank you, Pam and Tim. Please keep in touch. 
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 AOTB Community Picnic  
Music, Monster Water Slide and Moon Bounce  

Beer and Grilling on the Beach  

 

Saturday, August 28
th

 from 3 to 7 pm 

 
The AOTB Property Owners Association invites resident families to the latest in its great community 

picnics on the Magnolia Ave. Beach, Saturday, August 28, from 3 to 7 pm.  

 

Our DJ, mixing and scratching on a kickin‟ sound system, will rouse everybody to up and dance, with 

valuable prizes offered at dance contests for every age group. More major prizes will go to teams 

representing streets in the community in volleyball contests on land and sea. 

 

While a moon bounce warms up the kids, the largest water slide in the county (21ft high) will cool off 

adventurers of all ages. Another first for this year‟s picnic is a misting tent.  The tent offers a cooling 

water mist that drops the temperature by 25 degrees but does not soak those under it. A special treat for all 

ages. 

 

Expect food and drink in abundance. AOTB will fire up the beach grills and provide a keg of beer. Every 

family is asked to bring a dish to be shared based on the first letter of their last name.  Last names starting 

with A through F should bring a main course --including hamburgers or hotdogs with buns for 10 

people; covered dish main courses are also welcome. Names starting from G through M should bring 

hors d'oeuvres. Those with last names starting with N through S should bring bottled water, soda and 

other non alcoholic drinks. Folks whose last names start with T through Z should bring dessert.  Each 

family will be charged $5 for ice, glasses, plates, condiments, etc. at the event. 

 

The Association provides a porta potty, tables, and some chairs but you are encouraged to bring your own 

folding chairs.  We will have tents for shade and protection from showers, but there is no rain date 

planned.  The party goes on rain or shine. Please RSVP to Marc Apter -- marca1030@gmail.com by 

August 24
th 

 to help us plan for the size crowd to expect. 

     

Most importantly, we're seeking people to help plan games like volley 

ball with teams based on the street you live on, dance contests, or water 

balloon toss with real prizes for the winning teams; or just to help out 

during the party for an hour. If you can, please contact Marc Apter, Social 

Committee Chair, 301-904-3690 or mail to: marca1030@gmail.com. 

 

    

 

 

mailto:marca1030@gmail.com
mailto:marca1030@gmail.com
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Story of AotB 
The PIER received a communication from Richard (Marc) Grigsby correcting our mailing address for himself and his family, 

and pointing out that he -- not his wife Dale as we erroneously stated in the March issue -- is responsible for thoroughly 

clearing trees and brush that littered our roadways after those historic blizzards. The editor apologizes for the error and thanks 

Mr. Grigsby for his service.  

  

Mr. Grigsby continues with the following information for our community story: 
 

"I started coming to Arundel on the Bay with Dr. Hunt during the summer back in the mid 50's. My father 

moved here in 1969 and my wife in 1976. After each storm (snow or rain) I go through the community 

and clear the trees that are blocking the road and check on many of the elderly and house bound. Ed Lee, 

myself and one or two others have been doing that for about 40 years. We would open the roads up if it 

was snow, sometimes hooking two or three vehicles together to push and pull to get it done. If we did not 

do this, BG&E would not turn the power on and they would leave. They will only come back after the 

County has cut the trees and that could be two weeks. If the trees are already cut up when they get here, 

they will go to work to restore the power. That's the price you pay for living on Arundel on the Bay.  

 "The Pier has reported that there was a land bridge from Arundel on the Bay to Thomas Point Light and 

that beach erosion washed it away: wrong. There has never been a land bridge to the Light House. I have 

the land plot from 1823 filed with the Maryland courts for ownership of Arundel on the Bay and it shows 

Thomas Point as an island and the original opening for Fishing Creek coming off the South River. Until 

1853, Fishing Creek was a Lake. That year, a second small opening was formed from a storm, which is 

the opening that we have today.   

  "As a boy, we used to hang a lantern on a pole so that we could find our way back in here at night. 

Around 1978 the Coast Guard cut a channel into the creek, which resulted in what we have today. Power 

for the Light House comes from our point but that's about all. A side note: The first year the Redskins 

won the Super Bowl, that day the wind was blowing strong out of the north and at low tide all of the water 

was blown south. Several of us were able to walk almost to the day marker on dry/wet sand." 

  Marc Grigsby then casts doubt on testimony reported here that a railroad once ran along the front of the 

property on Bay side. 

  Appreciating Mr. Grigsby's comments, we conclude that the so-called land bridge to Thomas Point Light 

may indeed be a myth. There is some evidence, however, for the claim:  

   (1) A land connection is shown on the revised Plat for AotB prepared by the County Surveyor in May 

1927 for the Meredith Lumber Company.     

   (2) On page 32 of BAY RIDGE ON THE CHESAPEAKE, by Jane Wilson McWilliams and Carol 

Cushard Patterson (Annapolis: Brighton, 1986), there is a detail from a map of Anne Arundel County in 

1860 by one Simon J. Martinet, placing the light house on the southeast corner of the land girdling 

Fishing Creek.     

   (3) An article by Mary P. Felter, entitled "Arundel-on-the-Bay Celebrates 100th Anniversary," in The 

Capital of 7/20/1990, states: "At one time the community land used to go out to Thomas Point Lighthouse 

before erosion affected the area."    

   (4) A map entitled "AOTP in 1906," appended to the June 12, 2007 report of the community's Long 

Range Planning Committee, otherwise unidentified, shows an opening at the southwest corner of Fishing 

Creek and a squiggly line running from the southeastern community point to the Light House.     

Admittedly, this evidence is inconclusive. The Pier has asked for further documentation, if it's available, 

through the County Library's reference service. 
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     So, when the Redskins won the Super Bowl, AotB youth virtually walked on water     . 

Despite healthy skepticism, the Chesapeake and Columbia Street Railway does seem to  

have existed, at least during the late 19th century: 

 

   (1) A photograph dated "circa 1891" on page 53 of the McWilliams-Patterson book clearly shows rail 

tracks along the Bay shore looking across at Bay Ridge. The caption reads in part, "The resort viewed 

from Arundel-on-the-Bay. . . . Tracks of the little private train that carried summer residents of Arundel-

on-the-Bay to and from Bay Ridge can be seen in the foreground." 

   (2) Page 54 of the same work contains a paragraph describing "the Arundel-on-the-Bay Railroad (or 

Chesapeake and Columbia Street Railway), consisting of one locomotive and four little red cars traveling 

on a small single track extending three miles south through the fields and blackberry brambles along the 

water's edge to a point just opposite Thomas Point Light in Arundel-on-the Bay. Completed on July 11, 

1892, as the brainchild of Thomas W. Smith, the new summer colony's mayor, this 'blackberry train ' or 

'the summer cars' carried residents of Arundel-on-the-Bay to card parties, dances, and evening 

entertainments at Bay Ridge hotel. In spite of a schedule frequently disrupted by shifting sands and 

summer squalls, the railroad was good-naturedly well patronized."    

   (3) On page 55 of that work, an 1894 plat of Highland Beach depicts " 'the summer cars' chugging to 

Bay Ridge from Arundel-on-the-Bay and ready to cross the narrow entrance channel of Black Walnut 

Creek." By the way, there is a station shown on that plat, suggesting that passengers boarded or left the 

train at Highland Beach, raising an interesting question regarding the possibility that African Americans 

might have used that train and may have been welcome at either end of the line, Jim Crow discrimination 

notwithstanding.  

   (4) The Annapolis Evening Capital of July 14, 1892 carried the following note: "The summer car, with 

its donkey engine, distance 3 miles [from Bay Ridge] to Arundel-on-the-Bay is well patronized. . . . The 

run is delightful around the Bay Shore to opposite the Thomas Point Light." [Note that this last 

observation suggests that Marc Grigsby was right about the absence of a land bridge to the Light.]     

   (5) The Felter article in The Capital of July 20, 1990: "Also once upon a time stage coaches and trains 

made stops [at Arundel-on-the-Bay], and they used to have a post office and a hotel."  

A hotel!! 

  ###################################################### 

 

  AotB's video history project is proceeding with recent interviews of Ms. Rachel Brown and her son Errol 

Brown. With great vivacity, Rachel Brown discusses a variety of subjects, including settlement in the 

community, education in Anne Arundel County, and the story of several families. In addition to 

participating in the interview with his mother, Errol Brown escorted the AotB video team -- Cassidy 

Falconetti, David Hackett, and Philip Allen -- on a visit to notable properties on the peninsula. You will 

very shortly be able to download those fascinating videos at www.arundelonthebay.org. 

 

  We're proud to report that on June 16, the county Board of Education authorized renaming of the Green 

Street Administrative Building in Annapolis -- soon to become part of Annapolis Elementary School -- 

after Rachel Hall Brown and her late husband, Philip L. Brown. Congratulations on an abundantly-

deserved recognition. The community looks forward to the dedication ceremony; we await announcement 

of the date. 
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Dave Delia Reads the AOTB Honor Roll 
 
Bragging's not just for high-school parents; it's a team sport in which we can all participate. Specifically, when it comes to 
calling attention to selfless achievement, the names of several volunteers who have served their fellow neighbors come 
gladly to mind. So next time your kids think the sun shines out of THEIR sweet selves, just hand them a sticker for their bike 
or (shudder) car with the following inscription: “My Dad/Mom is an honor parent in AOTB--theyôve served us well!ò If we've 
left anyone out please forgive us, memory just ain't what it used to be, but what is? 

 
   Marc Apter , for an outstanding series of neighborhood get-togethers including the jazz-and-wine fest 
and picnics. 
   Mary Miller for her tireless efforts in putting our neighborhood directory together, and for getting our 
hang tags and stickers stuffed into envelopes and out to us all. 
   Roy Karten , our own Mr. GreenJeans, for his beach beautification and overall neighborhood 
landscaping -- and the really spiffy new gate on the pier. 
   Alan Hinman , our road warrior, who has put in countless hours seeing that our potholes are filled 
and drafting sites permitted and eventually built. 
   Becky Morris , money maven and rain gardener, who has kept us solvent (and out 
of jail) for years and without whose financial guidance almost nothing would get done. 
   Yvonne Leacock , Dianne Grannell , and Dianne Sullivan , our three elections graces, who have 
overseen our most democratic of processes. 
   Courtney Garten , duck defender and kid advocate, for securing the elusive blind permit for the 
Point-to-the-Creek range, thus keeping shotgun pellets out of her neighbors' yards.   
   Julie Winters , a dog’s (and a bay’s) best friend, for getting the dog waste stations installed at no 
cost to us! 
   Carolyn Mildenberger , for volunteering to help write the grant proposals that may save us mega 
bucks as well as our eroding shoreline. 
   Helene Rodriguez McConnell , our Webmistress and e-mail blaster, for her electrifying efforts to 
keep us all e-informed. 
   Pam Duncan , our outgoing Secretary, for her uncanny ability to decipher the rants and mumbles of 
her neighbors during innumerable meetings and present them as coherent and intelligent discussions. 
   Alison Buckler , a newcomer, who despite some unfortunately irate neighbors, and bearing a greater 
than average personal burden, managed to get some needed paths installed to better keep us all 
connected.  
   Jessica Demers , another relative newbie, who volunteered to take over Pam’s job as Secretary.  
Good Luck with that! 
   Roxanne Veal , our beach scheduler and sometimes parkie, who schedules beach use while keeping 
an eye on our kids’ park across from her home. 
   Mike Adams  and Mike Harris , who have helped keep us all a bit more secure. 
   Phil & Laura Harty  and Dave & Cindy Hackett , our pier and boat ramp teams who have helped 
keep the fleet sailing. 
   Phil ip Allen , our peerless PIER editor and video chronicler of AOTB history. 
   And of course our CEO, Andy Grannell  (and his  CEO Dianne ), who gets everything done and 
smiles, ‘cause he’s having fun in AOTB.  
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WREGISTER or WREMOVE the WRECK . . . please 

 

At the June 12 membership conclave, the community was treated to an eloquent presidential  

appreciation for managing to live in peace and cooperation without recourse to all those prohi-  

bitions imposed by managing agents on many otherwise comparable neighborhoods. But that  

doesn't mean, continued Andy Grannell, that we should ignore all instances of disorder or poor  

taste. Picking up the theme, our peripatetic Board chair, Dave Delia, has the following advice. 

 

The Officers and Board that you elected to look  

for after our interests have discussed a widespread 

condition in our neighborhood that we believe is at 

best unsightly; at worst, an environmental and 

potentially physical safety concern. That is, a 

steadily growing number of unregistered vehicles 

and water craft, many in derelict shape, along our 

streets; some neighbors have asked us what we  

can do about them. Well, we spoke with Anne 

Arundel County police; they informed us that just 

as there is NO parking permitted on any of our 

AOTB streets, so too NO unregistered vehicles or 

boats are permitted to remain within the public 

right-of-Way (RoW) for extended periods.  

That RoW is defined as between 25 and 

40 feet on both sides of the center of our 

narrow byways. So rather than have 

official citations, and possibly towing, 

surprise anyone, we thought we‟d make 

sure you all knew that our concern is 

about more than just appearances; and it's 

not unreasonable. Unregistered vehicles 

and boats are usually unregistered 

BECAUSE they‟re in sad shape and as a 

result, look pretty bad anywhere, 

especially along our streets. But even 

more important, these vehicles and boats 

present a potential public hazard. 

 

 

They are an environmental hazard. They can leak toxic fluids into the soil and this gets washed  

out into our bay.  

They also provide a breeding ground for insects, especially mosquitoes, that can carry the  

deadly West Nile virus.  

It is even very conceivable that some kid or critter could get caught in or under one of these piles  

of rusting metal and jagged plastic and either get trapped or cut-up badly and thus risk tetanus 

and other infection. 

 

An easy fix to the unregistered vehicle and boat problem is of course to register them. But if you‟re 

not EVER going to drive or sail these clunkers again, why not just donate them to an appropriate 

agency and turn hazardous junk into a help for others AND a tax deduction? Call Purple Heart 

1.888.480.VETS (8387), or write: http://www.carshelpingveterans.org/?gclid=CKqOj8X6jqICFYd-

5QodT3chZg or Boat Angel (1.800.227.2643 http://www.boatangel.org/).  

These agencies will probably decline to collect genuine junk, so if that's what you've got, maybe one 

of the following will grind up a clunker and even a derelict scow: 

http://www.junkcarbegone.com/About-Us.html or http://uppermarlboro.olx.com/free-towing-free-

removal-unwanted-autos-301-332-1602-iid-74004651.  
 

We‟re not about to dictate to anybody what they 

can and can‟t keep in front of their own homes,  

but certainly we must realize that we share this 

small peninsula with many others. As one of the  

world‟s leading philosophers (my mom) used to 

tell me: “The right to stretch your arm ends at 

the point of impact with the other guy‟s nose.” 

These have been words to live by.                     

 

                    

http://www.carshelpingveterans.org/?gclid=CKqOj8X6jqICFYd-5QodT3chZg
http://www.carshelpingveterans.org/?gclid=CKqOj8X6jqICFYd-5QodT3chZg
http://www.boatangel.org/
http://employeemail.frostburg.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.junkcarbegone.com/About-Us.html
http://employeemail.frostburg.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://uppermarlboro.olx.com/free-towing-free-removal-unwanted-autos-301-332-1602-iid-74004651
http://employeemail.frostburg.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://uppermarlboro.olx.com/free-towing-free-removal-unwanted-autos-301-332-1602-iid-74004651
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One personôs junk is anotherôs . . . treasure? 
 

Your Officers and Board have organized a multifamily neighborhood yard sale for Saturday, October 2, 

2010, to be held from 8AM „till 1PM on the beach along Magnolia Ave between Narragansett and Cohasset 

Avenues. Get there early to grab a prime spot (actually, our beach is ALL prime); bring a table, bring a 

chair, bring an umbrella if you like; mostly bring all that stuff that you‟ve been meaning to get rid of but just 

didn‟t have the heart to simply throw away. If you thought your stuff‟s too darn good to toss, you still might 

be able to use a few bucks for it from some other neighbor -- or even a visitor (we took an ad out in The 

Capital and other media). So please join us (rain or shine, we don‟t do disappointment) for yet another 

community get-together, brought to you by the same bunch of nuts that did the other beach parties. But this 

one has no food (unless you bring it), no booze, and no music (unless your cash-register can sing). Don‟t 

miss this opportunity to help you clean out those closets, drawers, garages, and basements (does anyone 

have a basement?). 

  

   You can choose to pile whatever doesn‟t sell into Roy‟s truck for delivery to our neighborhood Goodwill 

or Salvation Army; but we also plan to have a smallish dumpster on hand to help you part with true trash. 

Remember Einstein‟s second law of relativity, that “...house junk is neither created nor destroyed, it simply 

changes location.” That‟s Harry Einstein; he ran the bagel shop down the block from me in Brooklyn. 

 

Point of Contact ddelia@comcast.net, 410-268-8622 

 

 

HUGO' s BEAT: Our Waste Station Sites (aka Doggie Data Bases): 

 
 

mailto:ddelia@comcast.net
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AOTB BOARD, OFFICERS, COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
 

 

Board of Directors 

Board Members 

 

Officers 

Standing Committee 

Chairpersons (contôd)  

Marc L Apter, APR** 

1292 Magnolia Ave 

C:  301.904.3690; O: 240.895.4381 

F:   240.895.4195  

marca1030@gmail.com 

PRESIDENT 

Andy Grannell* 

1357 Linden Ave 

H: 410.263.5762; C: 301.651.0524 

CAGrannell@verizon.net 

Planning, Development & Community 

Services 

Capital Improvements, Roads & 

Drainage Subcommittee 

Alan E. Hinman 3531 Cohasset Ave  

H:  410.990.0258 

Alan_e_hinman@fanniemae.com 

 

David J. Delia, Chairperson* 

1375 Walnut Ave 

H: 410.268.8622; C: 443.534.7229 

ddelia@comcast.net 

VICE PRESIDENT 

John R. Moses* 

3440 Chesapeake Walk 

H: 410.269.0395 

jrmoses@verizon.net 

 

Long Range Planning, Coastal 

Erosion & Community Property - 

Beautification Subcommittee: 

David E. (Dave) Sullivan 

1372 Walnut Ave   H: 410.263.4380 

dave@zonar.com 

Roy Gamble* 

1346 Magnolia Ave 

H: 410.267.0922; C: 202.207.5229 

rgamble18@yahoo.com 

TREASURER 

R. Rebecca (Becky) Morris** 

3430 Newport Ave 

H: 410.626.1437; C: 443.837.8196 

rebecca3225@verizon.net 

Security 

Mike Adams 

1328 Magnolia Avenue 

H: 410.280.3003; C: 443.610.9952 

wmadams1328@verizon.net 

Ed Lee Johnson** 

1359 Linden Ave 

H: 410.263.4792 

 

SECRETARY 

Jessica Demers* 

3532 Saratoga Ave 

H: 443-949-9833 

jesjuldem@gmail.com 

Beach and Other Security-Related  

Support 

Roxanne Veal 

JVSWEETPEA@aol.com 

Helene McConnell, EdD* 

3504 Rockway Ave 

H: 410.263.0745; C: 267.688.1506 

helene@scimedco.com 

 Hospitality & Recreation 

Marc L Apter  

marca1030@gmail.com 

Joseph (Joe) Morrison, Sr* 

1350 Magnolia 

H:  301.493.9105; C: 240.731.8994 

josephmorrisonsr@yahoo.com 

 

STANDING COMMITTEES & 

CHAIRPERSONS  

Special Committee for Landscape 

Services 

Roy Karten 

3530 Narragansett 

H:410.295.3530 photodc@verizon.net 

Website Information 

Helene McConnell, EdD  

helene@scimedco.com 

 

Membership Directory 

Mary Miller 3526 Newport Ave   H: 

410.268.3309 

lasuvera@yahoo.com 

Roxanne Veal** 

3500 Newport Ave 

H: 410.268.7220 

JVSWEETPEA@aol.com  

 

Special Committee on Environment 

Julie Winters 

1343 Hollywood 

202.997.4240 

winterstime@aol.com 

 

Nominations & Elections 

Dianne Sullivan 

1358 Linden Ave 

H: 410.267.6494 

diannesullivan@acli.com 

 

*Term Expires 2011 

**Term Expires 2012 

 

 

PIER Editor & Parliamentarian 
Philip Allen, 3463 Rockway Ave 

410.626.2068  

pallen@frostburg.edu 

Pier & Boat Ramp 

Laura & Phil Harty, 3405 Newport Ave 

H: 410.263.5901  leharty@mac.com 

 

 
Property Owners Association of Arundel on the Bay 

P.O. Box 4665 

Annapolis, MD 21403 
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